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1. Parallel evolution has occurred among the invasive Jacobaea vulgaris populations 
from geographically and climatologically distinct regions in response to a shift in 
herbivore pressure (this thesis). 
2. Invasive Jacobaea vulgaris genotypes have evolved faster growth and better 
competitive ability than native genotypes (this thesis). 
3. Invasive Jacobaea vulgaris genotypes have been selected to reduce their regrowth 
ability and to increase plant growth through a lower investment in root carbohydrate 
storage (this thesis). 
4. A competition experiment between native and invasive genotypes of the same plant 
species without generalist herbivores underestimates the competitive ability of plants 
from the invasive range (this thesis). 
5. A shift in the herbivore guild is the driving force of the evolutionary shift in invasive 
Jacobaea vulgaris, but it might not be the reason behind the evolution of other 
invasive plant species (this thesis). 
6. Invasive plant species provide an ideal opportunity for ecologists to study 
evolutionary changes by considering invasions as large-scale, long-term experiments 
where major changes in selective forces have occurred.  
7. Ecology teaches us how to use the natural resources in ways that leave the 
environment healthy for future generations. 
8. All the pests that out of earth arise, the earth itself the antidote supplies (Lithica, 400 
B.C.). 
9. Insect feeding on plants has been a determining factor in increasing species diversity 
in both herbivores and host plants (Harborne, 1988; Gatehouse, 2002). 
10. Herbivore-induced plant volatiles are considered as plant indirect defense since they 
can be exploited by the natural enemies of insect herbivores as cues to locate their 
hosts (Turlings, 1990; Dicke, 1999, Kessler, 2001). 
11. Life is not about waiting for the storm to pass, it is about learning how to dance in the 
rain. 
12. Good communication between students and supervisors contributes to a comfortable 
working environment and largely improves the study efficiency of students. 
